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Safe Child Policy 
 
The library seeks to create a welcoming environment for people of all ages and to encourage the use of its 
resources and services. While library staff strive to create a safe and comfortable place for children, the library is a 
public building and, as such, can be a dangerous place for children who are alone.  
Library staff are not responsible for supervising children and cannot know whether children are leaving the building 
with caregivers or a stranger.  
Parents, guardians, and caregivers are responsible for monitoring their children’s safety, activities, and behavior 
while visiting the library. This Safe Child Policy has been established for the protection and well-being of children 
using the library. 
 

I. Unattended Children: 
A. Children ages 11 and under must be supervised by a responsible person aged 12 and older. 

Caregivers of children aged 11 and under must remain in close proximity while the minor is utilizing 
library services. 

B. If an unattended child aged 11 or under comes to the attention of staff, staff will attempt to locate 
the caregiver. When the caregiver is located, staff will provide a copy of this policy and confirm the 
caregiver's acknowledgment and acceptance of it for all future use.  

C. If a caregiver cannot be located, staff will notify the police and turn the matter over to them for 
investigation. 

 
II.  Unattended Children at Closing Time: 

A. Staff will attempt to locate the caregiver in the building or by telephone. If the caregiver cannot be 
located within fifteen (15) minutes after closing, staff will notify the police. 

B. Two staff members will remain with the child until the caregiver or police arrive. 
i. If the caregiver arrives first, staff will provide a copy of the policy and confirm acceptance 

and understanding. 
ii. If the police arrive first, staff will provide a written copy of the police to give to the caregiver. 

C. Should the library close early due to unexpected circumstances such as inclement weather or a 
power outage, the process for caregiver location and police notification outlined above will go into 
effect. 

 
III.  Library Staff are not authorized to transport any child away from the library under any circumstances. 

 
IV.  In the case of a medical emergency involving an unattended child, staff will call 911 for emergency 

assistance and then attempt to contact a caregiver/parent/guardian.  
 

Failure to comply with this policy may result in consequences ranging from the temporary suspension of library 
privileges to a permanent ban. Consequences will be determined by library staff and depend on the severity of the 
situation. 


